
THE ROYALSTON COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER
April 2022 Volume XXIV Issue III

A Publication of the Friends of the Phinehas S. Newton Library, Royalston, Massachusetts

Calendar of Events

Save the date:  
June 4 Saturday Morning on the Common - Library book and plant 
sales,  Village School silent auction, pancakes, birds of prey and more.

June 20 - July 1  
Royalston Shakespeare Company, free theater workshops for kids.  Call 
the Library to register or for more information.  Use the beginning of vaca-
tion to conjure some magic.  Combine two weeks, a group of local  kids ages 
8 and up, Royalston Common in summer, and a pretty good script to show 
how “love and reason keep little company”  in our workshop production of 
A Midsummer Night’s Dream.  No auditions for actors and plenty of jobs 
for kids who prefer backstage roles.  This year’s effort will be directed by 
artists Caleb Chase and Kelly Chen. If there are adults who would like to 
help, please let us know 978-249-3572.   Funded by the Royalston Cultural 
Council and supported by the Friends of the Library.  

Reminders:  Dog licenses expired  March 31.  
Winter parking ban is still in effect until April 30. 
Burn permits required to burn brush.  Burning season 
ends May 1st.

April 1  Friday  April Fool’s Day
2:24 a.m.  New Pink Moon

April 2  Saturday
sundown Ramadan begins 

April 4  Monday
10 a.m. to 8 p.m. Annual Town Election. 
Town- wide polling will be at the Town Hall , 13 On the 
Common.

April 10  Sunday
2:00 p.m.  Painting Workshop led by Sonja Vac-
cari at town hall .  There will be gouache painting kits 
and plenty of paper , advice, snacks, and good natured 
comradery .  Materials fee:  $10.  Pre-registration re-
quired by calling the Library-  249-3572 .

April 15  Friday  Good Friday 
April vacation begins for ARRSD and Village School at 
close of school today.

April 16  Saturday
Scholarship deadlines  (see pg. 8)

10 a.m. sharp Royalston Annual 
Easter Egg Hunt   at the Royalston Town 
Hall on the Common

2:55 p.m.  Full Pink Moon

April 17  Sunday  Easter

April 18  Monday
Patriot’s Day observed – Massachusetts holiday com-
memorates the battle at Lexington and Concord in the 
Revolutionary War, which Emerson called “The Shot 
Heard around the World”.  Post Office, Library, all 
schools closed; no meetings

April 21  Thursday
1:30 p.m. April vacation fun:  Kite Flying, kite 
cake, poetry writing and Earth Day celebration at the 
Library

April 22  Friday Earth Day
7 p.m. Quarterly Historical Society meet-
ing at the home of president Peter Kraniak, 43 
Winchendon Rd  .  All welcome to come hear 
about our museum improvements and plan upcom-
ing events.  Savory snacks  and desserts served.  

April 29  Friday Arbor Day

April 30  Saturday
9 a.m. to noon Royalston Roadside Clean-up.  Bring collections to the 
transfer station for recycling or free disposal.  Clean up your own street or 
call Charlie Scribner for an assignment.  Wear protective clothing. Chili and 
hot dogs served at 1:00 at Bullock Park.  

Want to Try Bicycle Camping?
You can give it a try on Bike Travel Weekend June 4-5. This trip is targeted 
for people new to bicycle camping but others are welcome if there’s room. 
If interested, contact Jeff Mangum at rangerjcm@gmail.com.

The tradition continues... For over 20 years, the Thursday of April Vacation 
has meant  kite flying attempts behind the library.  This April 21st, bring 
a kite or use one of ours.  Wear shoes or boots appropriate for possible 
puddles. Also, poetry writing and Earth Day activities as well as kite cake 
consumption  will be happening.  Free. 
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Selectboard Notes
Christine Long, clerk
Special Town Meeting for renovation of Raymond. We hoped to 
report this month that a major step had been taken in the quest 
for improved office space for our town offices. A week before the 
special town meeting that was to consider the plan, however, we 
learned that the USDA has not yet had its own operating budget 
funded, and therefore could not guarantee the 35% grant we were 
counting on, nor even the 65% long-term loan.

On the recommendation of the Building Committee, we tabled the 
article seeking the local go-ahead. We have not tabled our plan-
ning, however: We are pursuing both federal and state funding and 
possibly other kinds of grants, and will return to voters when we 
have more information – and, hopefully, better news.

New IT Administration. The Select Board has been investigat-
ing other ways of handling the town’s IT needs and the customer 
support functions of the Municipal Light Plant that oversees the 
South Village broadband system. We are happy to report that we 
have hired Suzor IT, a company based in Orange that specializes 
in providing such services to municipalities and school systems, 
including the town of Athol and a number of others. The prelimi-
nary contract will cost no more than our former system, and we 
anticipate that  will be the case for FY23 as well.

In the coming weeks, Suzor IT will be reaching out to town depart-
ments about how it operates and how its help desk works, and to 
broadband customers about how it will handle customer relations.

FY23 Town Budget. In late March the Select Board and the Fi-
nance Committee took their first deep dive into the operating bud-
get proposed for the fiscal year that runs from July 1, 2022 to June 
30, 2023, as well as capital plan requests. The total department 
requests do represent rather significant increases, so we will be 
working with departments to fine-tune them.

We still have no firm numbers from the Athol-Royalston Regional 
School District, and we are in negotiation with Athol about the 
cost of the Intermunicipal Agreement that runs the sewer system.

Vote at Town Hall on April 4. We remind voters that the town 
is now organized as one precinct, so all voting at the annual town 
election will take place at Town Hall.

Help with Memorial Day Services Sought. For many years the 
Memorial Day Committee has organized very moving services for 
Memorial Day. Volunteers willing to help with this year’s event 
are asked to contact the Select Board office at bos@royalston-ma.
gov or 978-249-9641.

Office of the Town Clerk
Barbara G. Richardson
P.O. Box 127, Royalston, MA 01368
Phone: 978-249-0493;
 Fax 978-575-0748
e-mail:townclerk@royalston-ma.gov

Annual Election Coming Soon.
Absentee ballots are available, contact Town Clerk.

Remember all voting will be conducted at the Town Hall, 13 
On the Common, Royalston.  Pursuant to Massachusetts General 
Laws chapter 54, section 6, the Town of Royalston has changed to 
one voting precinct as a result of the most recent federal census. 

Dog licensing is ongoing, please send in your information or come 
see me in person Wednesdays 10-2, Whitney Hall, 5 School Street.

Annual Election News: The annual election will take place on 
April 4, 2022 from 10 AM-8 PM .  Town-wide polling will be at 
the Town Hall 13 On the Common.
Running for the following positions
Selectboard-( 1) seat available
3 years   Roland Hamel- incumbent
   Richard B. Martin
Town Clerk (1)
3 years   Barbara Richardson-incumbent
Constable (1)
3 years   Blank
Assessor (1)
3 years   Blank
Cemetery Commission (1)
3 years   Blank
Board of Health (1)
3 years   Andrea Crete-incumbent
Library Trustee (1)
3 years   Jeffrey Mangum-incumbent
Planning Board (1)
5 years   Kathleen Collins-incumbent
Trustee of the J.N. Bartlett Fund (4)
1 year   Nancy Melbourne-incumbent
   Gary Winitzer-incumbent
   Christopher Deveneau
   Blank
School Committee Member for Royalston (1)
3 years   Britany M. Newton
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Royalston Emergency Management 
Director Jim Barclay, e-mail ema@royalston-ma.gov or 978-249-2904 

Coronavirus Status:   Numbers are still heading in the right direc-
tion, although we are still substantially higher than the State – Hey-
wood’s seven-day positivity average (as of mid-March) is 6.42% 
and the State’s is 1.53%.  It was noted that testing (PCR testing 
through the hospital) is way down, so that makes the difference 
seem greater than it actually is. That being said, there is a new vari-
ant floating around that is little more than an annoying cold to vac-
cinated people… to VACCINATED people.

COVID-19 Home Test Kits: are still available through the Board of 
Health, Emergency Management, and the Library. Rather than risk 
exposing others, if you have symptoms that warrant a home test, 
please contact us to drop one off at your home.

FACTS on COVID-19: are found at www.cdc.gov  and/or www.
mass.gov; social media sites are NOT reliable sources of FACTS! 
Keep up on MA and Worcester County transmission rates at https://
covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-view .
April Readiness:
    April is designated as National Financial Capability Month. The 
www.ready.gov website offers many tools to help assemble finan-
cial information, and how to ensure access to what you need during 
any kind of an emergency. 
    Donations Alert: The war in Ukraine has led to an outpouring 
of support from all around the world – and requests for donations 
are coming from all directions. If you decide to donate, make sure 
the recipient is legitimate, and that your donation will go where 
you want it to go. www.charitynavigator.org has compiled a list 
of highly-rated non-profit organizations that have been thoroughly 
vetted, and have earned “high marks for being financially efficient 
and transparent.” Other sites to verify agencies accepting money 
for Ukraine relief are the Better Business Bureau’s www.give.org 
or America’s most independent, assertive charity watchdog, www.
charitywatch.org .  Unless you know the person running a “Go 
Fund Me” page – know them personally, first hand – that’s one of 
the least reliable ways to ensure your donation is going where you 
expect.
    Also during times of “kinetic” war, cyberwarfare also escalates, 
so pay extra attention to finances.  American companies have seen 
a dramatic increase in “ransomware attacks,” in the past few weeks, 
which means their data can be blocked for some time while they 
address the issue. It’s not a bad idea to keep a supply of cash on 
hand in case your funds are “held hostage” during one of these at-
tacks.  Devices that connect to the internet are at greatly increased 
risk. It is vital to have the appropriate security settings, up-to-date 
antivirus software, and passwords that are regularly updated and 
“strong,” with a mix of 12-15 characters, numbers, and symbols. 
Be cautious when using free wi-fi, since hackers can more easily 
intercept internet communications. Don’t ever provide personal in-
formation to anyone who has contacted you by phone or computer. 
If you need to transact business electronically or by phone that re-
quires revealing personal data, you should be the one to initiate 
contact. It’s also not a bad idea to regularly check credit accounts 
for unauthorized charges, and bank accounts for unauthorized with-
drawals. 
Preparedness beats panic every time.  Be informed.  Make a plan.

Board of Health News
Phil Leger, chair
Still time to get a Covid vaccine and or booster. All local pharma-
cies have a supply. Covid test kits are available at the Town Hall 
and the library. 
Ticks are out and active. Take precautions.
Checkpoint Charlie town-wide  cleanup is April 30. Clean up 
your neighborhood roads from all the winter windblown trash and 
car parts. 
Recycle right:  Remember to remove non paper/cardboard items 
from packaging prior to recycling.  Also please remove cans and 
plastic containers from plastic bags prior to recycling. Don’t throw 
plastic bags in with the recycling please and thank you.

Fire Department News
Greetings from the Fire Department.  Spring is finally here. We 
want to remind everyone that it is time to check your smoke and 
carbon monoxide detectors and change the batteries. If any resi-
dent is in need of detectors or would like the Fire Department to 
check the placement or condition of your current detectors, contact 
the fire station at 978-249-8138, or email the chief at chiefrfd@
royalston-ma.gov. I want to thank the voters that supported the 
Fire Department request at the special town meeting.  That funding 
will be used for the Town’s share of the federal grant received last 
summer to purchase new radios and provide training
 
I am pleased to report that the Fire Department was awarded 
$3,600 for the SAFE grant, which will be used to provide fire 
safety education to the students at RCS and the Village School. We 
also received $2,600 for the Senior SAFE grant that can be used 
for fire prevention education and activities for our senior popula-
tion. This funding will also be used to send a member of the Fire 
Department to be trained as a Public Fire and Life Safety Educator, 
which is a 40 hour course that instructs firefighters how to teach 
fire prevention classes to children and adults.
 
The Fire Department is currently looking for people interested in 
joining our team. We have a young and very active department.  
We meet the 2nd, 3rd, and 4th Monday nights for training and 
also have some additional specialized training on weekends. We 
currently have funding through a federal grant to send a few more 
members to the Mass Call/Volunteer Fire Academy. The classes 
meet two nights a week and also several weekend days for four 
months. At the end of the course students will test and become 
certified firefighters. If anyone is interested or know someone who 
may be interested, please call 978-249-8138, or email the chief at 
chiefrfd@royalston-ma.gov.
 
    Stay safe,
    Chief Jack

happy    spring



Page 4  Royalston Community Newsletter April 2022

Phinehas S. Newton Library News
Kathy Morris, Library Director

Trustees: Jeffrey Mangum, Jennifer Basso, Theresa Quinn
Open and pick up hours:  Mondays 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. ; Thursdays  1:00 - 5:00 p m . and 6:30 - 8 p.m. ;

 Saturdays: 9:00 am-12 noon
978-249-3572  www.royalstonlibrary.org

   

Donations to the Friends
Kris Langan
Susan Maki
Tom Musco and Deb D’Amico
John and Stephanie McClure

Thank you
Maureen Blasco for help with the weaving program
Ben Morris-Siegel for help sorting items in the basement

Spring into Shape with Yoga
Certified yoga instructor, Jessica O’Clair leads classes  on Tues-
days at 6:00 p.m. in the upstairs of the Town Hall.  Masks are no 
longer mandatory and is up to the individual.  Adjustments to pos-
es are given so that all abilities are accommodated.  Please bring 
your own mat.

Library Book Group Forming
Most of the people who have expressed interest in joining a group 
would like to meet on Thursdays.  We will try 3:30 to 5pm on 
Thursday April 28 as our first meeting.  If people want, we can 
change the time in the future.
   The book we will be reading is  Transatlantic  by Colum Mc-
Cann (304pp.) Connected by the theme of the transatlantic cross-
ing, this novel “spans continents, leaps centuries and unites a cast 
of deftly rendered characters, both real and imagined.”
   Books are available to be checked out  at the library. Call Kathy 
at 978-249-3572 to reserve a copy.  For more information call 
Maureen at 978-249-5138. All are welcome to join.

Roving Archivist Survey
Tom Doyle, the archivist assigned to Royalston to do a strategic 
and program review through the Massachusetts State Historical 
Records Advisory Board, has completed the work and is writing 
up the report so that we can apply for funds to purchase archival 
storage containers appropriate for the materials.  It was fun to look 
through the materials with him and to find that he agreed on the 
items that would benefit from being digitized.  

Kite Flying and Earth Day Celebration
Join us on Thursday, April 21 at 
1:30 for an afternoon of fun ac-
tivities.  If the weather cooper-
ates, we will be flying kites in 
what was, until COVID-19, an 
annual event.  Last year we were 
able to distance enough, which 
is always necessary when flying 
kites, and even though it was a 
little chilly, the ability to be together brought a lot of people out-
side for a truly enjoyable day.  We will also be writing poems for 
National Poetry Month, making recycled-materials bird feeders 
with Marcia Flanagan for Earth Day, and of course, enjoying Kite 
Cake.  All ages are invited.  Kites will be available for use or bring 
your own.

Mixed Media Artist Exhibit 
Caleb Chase and Kelly Chen will share mosaics, paintings and 
even some glass work in the April and May art show.

Painting on a Sunday Afternoon
On Sunday, April 10 at 2:00 p.m. at the Town Hall, Sonja Vaccari 
will lead a painting workshop where participants will be free to 
paint in whatever style they chose.  There will be gouache painting 
kits and plenty of paper to create your masterpieces.  Gouache is 
a water-based paint more opaque than water colors but less dense 
than acrylics.  Sonja will have different groupings of items on 
display for you to use as the basis for your work or you can create 
your own vision and she will give hints and suggestions on how 
to incorporate different techniques.  This is a creative, easy-going 
afternoon, designed to lift your spirit and enhance your creativity.  
There will be tea, coffee, cider, and light refreshments.  The class 
costs $10 , and its size is limited.  Please register by calling or 
emailing the Library.  This program is supported in part by a grant 
from the Royalston Cultural Council, a local agency which is sup-
ported by the Mass Cultural Council, a state agency. 

The time to repair the roof is when the sun is shining. 
     John F. Kennedy 
It’s Time to Repair the Roof!
For years, we have examined the roof knowing that there would 
come a day when it would need to be dealt with.  That happened 
last fall when we had some high winds and whipping rain and 
ended up with a water stain on the children’s room ceiling.  Ex-
amining the roof from within the attic we could see that the roof 
was indeed leaking and chalk marked where the leak seemed to be 
originating from.  Fortunately, we were able to have it fixed quick-
ly.  We made a request to both the Capital Planning Committee 
and the ARPA (the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021) Committee 
for possible funding.  Then it was pointed out that we could ap-
ply for the restoration of the roof to the Community Preservation 
Committee(CPC), which we did.  It was deemed acceptable and 
approved by the Historic District Commission and funding was 
approved by the CPC.  Hopefully, the work can begin soon before 
we spring another leak.
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Adult Fiction

Some of the new materials at your Library

Children’s Nonfiction
Adamowicz, Joe  Johnny Appleseed Hikes for Kids
Carvlin, Alec  How to Bake a Universe
Friddell, Claudia  To the Front!
Gish, Melissa  Giraffe
Harvey, Jeanne  Ablaze with Color
Heinrichs, Ann  Celebrating Mother’s Day
Hopkinson, Deborah The Deadliest Hurricanes Then and Now
Knutson, Julie  A Story to Taco Bout
Knutson, Julie  Doughnuts
Knutson, Julie  Flipping Out for Pancakes
Martin, Ann  Karen’s School Picture
Montgomery, Sy  The Seagull and the Sea Captain 
Phillips, Katrina  Indigenous Peoples’ Day
Salazar, Alicia  Dia de los Muertos 
Trueit, Trudi  Celebrating Hanukkah
Trueit, Trudi  Celebrating Memorial Day
Weatherford, Carole Call Me Miss Hamilton
Wellington, Monica Eggs from Red Hen Farm
Winick, Judd  Hilo

Children’s Fiction

Adult Non-Fiction
Allen, Jennie  Find Your People
Authelet, Jack  The Foxboro Company 1908-2008
Bloom, Amy  In Love
Ferrante, Elena  In the Margins
Ferrara, Silvia  The Greatest Invention 
Gilmer, Benjamin  The Other Dr. Gilmer
Hari, Johann  Stolen Focus
Higgins, Maeve  Tell Everyone on the Train I Love Them
Laopez, Alt, J.  The Wok
Miles, Tiya  All that She Carried
Mohamed, Mariam Eid al-Adha
Raff, Jennifer  Origin 
Randall, Willard  The Founders’ Fortunes
Rawlence, Ben  The Treeline
Weinman, Sarah  Scoundrel 
Wessels, Tom  New England’s Roadside Ecology

DVDs: 
American Underdog, Belfast, Coming 2 America, The Dry, En-
canto, Eternals, Fortress, House of Gucci, King Richard, The 
King’s Man, The Matrix Resurrections , The Mitchells vs the 
Machines , and Spencer

Banwo, Ayanna  When We Were Birds
Beaton, M.C.  Death of a Green-Eyed Monster
Box, C.J.  Shadow Reel
Coben, Harlan  The Match
Cole, Lee  Groundskeeping
Doyle, Roddy  Life Without Children
Ferencik, Erica  Girl On Ice
Foley, Lucy  The Paris Apartment 
Fowler, Karen  Booth
Hendricks, Greer  The Golden Couple
Ide, Joe   The Goodbye Coast 
Kellerman, Jonathan City of the Dead
King, Stephen  Gwendy’s Final Task
Kukafka, Danya  Notes on an Execution 
Leon, Donna  Give Unto Others
Lescroart, John  The Missing Piece
Luna, Louisa  Hideout
Maas, Sarah  House of Sky and Breath
MacNeal, Elizabeth Circus of Wonders
Mallery, Susan  The Summer Getaway 
Medel, Elena  The Wonders
Meltzer, Brad  The Lightning Rod
Morris, Amelia  Wildcat
O’Nan, Stewart  Ocean State
Osunde, Eloghosa Vagabonds
Otsuka, Julie  The Swimmers 
Pitoniak, Anna  Our American Friend
Preston, Douglas  Diablo Mesa
Scalzi, John  The Kaiju Preservation Society 
Serle, Rebecca  One Italian Summer
Silver, Josie  One Night on the Island
Smith, Jennifer  The Unsinkable Greta James
St. James, Simone The Book of Cold Cases
Steel, Danielle  High Stakes
Straight, Susan  Mecca
Swanson, Peter  Nine Lives
Walsh, Rosie  The Love of My Life
Wilkerson, Charmine Black Cake
Wrobel, Stephanie This Might Hurt

Young adult
Dawson, Delilah  Minecraft
De la Cruz, Melissa Cinder & Glass
Seltzer, Olivia  Cramm this Book
Tahir, Sabaa  All My Rage
Thomas, Dana  Fashionopolis
Yang, Kelly  New From Here
Zimmer, Marc  Science and the Skeptic

Auerbach, Lera  A is for Oboe
Boynton, Sandra  Jungle Night
Chen, Eva  I am Golden
Dewdney, Anna  Everything will be OK
Eaton, Maxwell  Bear Builds a House 
Elliott, Rebecca  Storm on Snowbelle Mountain
Hong, Pam  Once Upon a Forest
Forsythe, Matthew Mina
Greanias, Margaret Amah Faraway
Ho, Joanna  Eyes that Speak to the Stars
Lionni, Leo  Mouse Seasons
McCully, Emily  1, 2, 3 Pull!
Melleby, Nicole  How to Become a Planet 
Osada, Hiroshi  Almost Nothing, Yet Everything
Osborne, Mary  Sunlight on the Snow Leopard 
Paulsen, Gary  Northwind
Phelan, Matt  Sweater Weather 
Pinkwater, Daniel  Kat Hats
Sotomayor, Sonia  Just Help!
Walker, Tricia  Dream Street
Wild, Charlotte  Love, Violet
Woodson, Jacqueline The Year We Learned to Fly
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Historical Society News

Scholarships Available
Deadline for all is April 16, 2022
Royalston Academy Scholarships:
Forms are available through your high school guidance coun-
selor, Royalston Library, or Kristen West c/o Royalston Acad-
emy, PO Box 35, Royalston, MA 01368.
   The Katherine Seymour Bullock Cole Memorial Scholar-
ship (up to $1000) is available to graduating high school resi-
dents of Royalston going on to a higher education.
   The Judy Jenkins Musco Scholarship is available for Roy-
alston residents interested in pursuing educational activities 
including college, home-schooling, educational travel, and 
educational and literacy programs.

The Ladies’ Benevolent Society scholarships are open to all 
residents (regardless of age or gender) pursuing higher or con-
tinuing education opportunites. Forms are available from high 
school guidance counselors and the Phinehas Newton Library. 
For more information, contact Theresa Quinn 978-249-3819, 
theraquinn@aol.com. 
Chet Hall Memorial Scholarship is open to those who at-
tended ARRSD schools past and present. Applications are with 
guidance counselors, the Library or call Royalston Community 
School 978-249-2900. 

Thanks to our generous recent donors:
Susan Brown   Steven and Jean St.Jean
Paula Paul   Daniel and Cheryl Mahoney
David Spackman Melvin Talbot Jr.
Kate Collins and George Northrop
Elizabeth and David Rondeau
Luther Otto and Christie Lyons
Fair Alice McCormick

The First Blossoms
Maureen Blasco
   Forty years ago, as a typical transplant to the country from 
the city, I began to notice many things in nature for the first 
time.  The most prominent of them were the tree blossoms at 
the side of the road. They came before the forsythia and lilac, 
and, particularly because they were not planted by humans but 
were just there, I wanted to know what they were.
   I found out that they are many things, or rather that they 
have many names and species.  Their genus name is Amel-
anchier, but they are also known as juneberries (their berries 
come out in June!), shadbush or shadblow (the coastal species 
flower comes out just when the shad begin to swim upstream to 
spawn), serviceberries, sarvis, and in the Midwest, saskatoons.
   If you look closely at the flower, you can see how similar they 
are to the wild rose and bramble berry flowers found all around 
our fields.  That is because all are part of the larger Family 
category Roseacea.
   A dozen years ago, my son 
was living in Philadelphia, 
and I visited him in July.  A 
tree planted in front of his 
house by the city was laden 
with blue-black fruit, almost 
as big as cherries. As I mar-
veled at them, he told me 
they are a cultivated variety 
of Amelanchier.  He picked 
the fruit and made many de-
licious pies from that tree.
   Most Amelanchier also 
produce beautiful red leaves 
in fall.  So, spring, summer or fall, be on the lookout for these 
great plants. 

A.N. 

And that’s why we call it...  according to the Caswell and Bartlett 
histories of our town

Over time, there were 
actually four Baptist 
churches in Town.  
The original meeting-
house was abandoned 
(although the cel-
lar hole is still there) 
when members in 
1789 decided to build 
a bigger Royalston-
Warwick Baptist 
Church  “furnished 
within and without 

according to the most advanced tastes of the time” on Baptist Com-
mon, (now called “Baptist -Four-Corners” near the junction of Bliss 
Hill and Warwick Rds.) This church attracted over 300 congregants 
some Sundays and its leader, Rev. Hodge, is said to “have been heard 
preaching at a distance of half a mile”.  In 1836, however, there was a 
schism.  The rule had been that one line of a song could be sung if the 
next was read unmusically.  A Deacon Metcalf began to allow singing 
of entire songs and even added some new songs, causing consterna-
tion and many to leave the church.  The splinter group built a church 
on the southeast corner of the  Common.  By 1846, after more attri-
tion, the “once elegant edifice” on the Warwick line was dismantled.  
About 50 years later, in 1894, the new West Royalston Baptist Church, 
shown in this painting from the Historical Society Museum, was built 
near the corner of what is now Rts. 68 and 32.  Once this new church 
was complete, the old church on the Common was sold and moved 
by oxen to a place more or less across from the Library, where it 
was used as a barn by Mr. Estabrooke (of hat-making and mercantile 
wealth) and later as a fire station, which eventually burned down.     

Jacobs Hill, located just northwest from Royalston Center was named 
for Wightman Jacobs, a leader among the Baptists of “unadulterated 
Roger Williams stock”.  In 1769, he became the first pastor of the Bap-
tist Meetinghouse on the west side of Long Pond, where  he served the 
8 familes among the original settlers in Town who were Baptist.  After 
16 years,  he was terminated from his position for favoring the gov-
ernment side if the Daniel Shays Rebellion.  He moved to Vermont to 
preach for a time, but became ill.  Wightman Jacobs died, at the home 
of his son, Joseph, in Royalston, on 28 March 1801, as a result of a 
fall. Today,  Rev. Phil Jacobs of Laurel Lake Rd is a direct decendent. 

Interested in local history?  Want to meet new people?  
All welcome to come to the quarterly meeting  April 
22 at 7 pm  the home of president, Peter Kraniak, 43 
Winchendon Rd.  Hear about the museum restoration 
project and plan upcoming events.   
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Graduates , newlyweds, reunions, pandemic babies... 
share the milestones here at the RCN!  This is your space.  

Obituary

Kevin O’Connor, son of Mark  and Emma O’Connor 
of town , was recently named to the Dean’s List at St. 

John Fischer College in Rochester, New York.  Kevin is a fresh-
man business major.  

Nancy E. (Lawton) Anderson, 71, died Monday, March 14, 2022 
at Leominster Hospital after a courageous battle with cancer. 

She leaves her husband of 49 years Kenneth G.A. Anderson; one 
son, Michael D. Anderson of Athol; one daughter, Becky S. Dem-
mons and her husband Nathaniel of Mason, NH; five grandchil-
dren, Olivia Rose Anderson, MaryClare Elizabeth Anderson, Sa-
die Lynn Anderson, Allison Elizabeth Demmons and Katherine 
Marie Demmons. She is predeceased by her sister Linda Jameson. 

Nancy was born in Spokane, WA. Daughter of the late Charles 
Herbert and Ellen Marie (Harshbarger) Lawton. She grew up in 
Athol and was a 1968 graduate of Athol High School. She also 
graduated from Quinsigamond Community College with her 
degree in nursing. She worked in the ICU for several years in 
Worcester. She worked in Risk management and Quality Assur-
ance at Athol Memorial Hospital for 25 years. 

Nancy enjoyed reading, crocheting, cooking and gardening as 
well as horseback riding, nature and science. She truly loved to 
travel including going to Florida every winter; her last trip was 
with her daughter Becky and her son-in-law to Italy. 

Nancy was a kind, compassionate, and loving individual who saw 
the beauty in everything. Her compassion was seen in the care she 
provided as a wife, mother, grandmother, friend, and nurse. She 
will be remembered forever in the hearts of all those who knew 
her. Nancy will be buried privately in the Massachusetts Veter-
ans Memorial Cemetery, 111 GlenAllen Street, Winchendon, MA 
01475. 

Aliyah Neale was on the Dean’s List at Mt. Wachusett Community 
College.

Lillian Johnson, Ryan Jaques,  Bradly Killay, Haily Dilg, Anya 
LeBlanc, Mason Mello and Alan Watts  were recently on the 
honor roll at Monty Tech.  

Spring sunrise
Spring dawns,
Soft sunrise bathed
In moist mist,
Fogged close blanket.
Sun glows through,
A luminescent pearl,
Hallow spreading
Light.
Shy shoots emerge,
Shedding dark earth’s safety.
They,
Like we,
Stretch awake.
It’s a
New day.
Life
Emerges.

Michael Young
Royalston Poet Laureate

Recipe of the month:  Ginger Parsnip Cupcakes
The garden is just waking up.  Garlic shoots and chives are green 
and growing fast.  Parsnips taste sweetest if left until the spring. to 
harvest.  Now is the time to dig them.  Still, delicious as they are 
roasted and drizzled with maple syrup or mashed with carrots, how 
many meals in a row do you want to eat parsnips?  This recipe is a 
tasty and conversation-starting way to eat up the surplus.
   Ingredients:   
2 cups all-purpose flour, plus extra for dusting the pans
1 cup canola oil
3 cups peeled and shredded parsnips 
1 1/2-inch knob fresh ginger, peeled and grated finely
1 tablespoon ground ginger
1 tablespoon ground cinnamon
1 teaspoon ground nutmeg
1/2 teaspoon allspice
1 1/2 cups sugar
3 teaspoons baking powder
3/4 teaspoon fine sea salt
4 large eggs
3/4 cup low-fat or whole milk
1 tablespoon vanilla extract
1/2 cup toasted pecans or walnuts, chopped
  
   Preheat the oven to 350°F.  Place cupcake wrappers in muffin 
pan.   Heat 1/4 cup of the oil in a large skillet over medium heat. 
When it is hot but not smoking, add the parsnips and fresh ginger 
and stir to coat. Cook, stirring occasionally, until the parsnips are 
fragrant and tender, 7 to 10 minutes. Remove the pan from the heat 
and let the parsnip mixture cool.
   Meanwhile, whisk together the ground ginger, cinnamon, nut-
meg, and allspice in a large bowl. Add the 2 cups of flour, the 
sugar, baking powder, and salt, and whisk until incorporated.
   In a smaller, separate bowl, whisk together the remaining 3/4 cup 
of oil, the eggs, milk, and vanilla.
   Add the wet ingredients to the dry ingredients and stir until just 
combined. Stir in the parsnip mixture and toasted pecans until just 
combined.
   Divide the batter evenly. Bake until the tops begin to turn golden, 
or an inserted toothpick comes out clean, 25 - 30 minutes.
   Top with cream cheese frosting. 
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 Monty  Tech, Mary C Barclay, representative
 Royalston vaccination rates are creeping 
upward, but in the 12–15-year-old category, 
the rate (up two percentage points to 29%) 
still lags behind all of the Monty Tech com-
munities, and is substantially lower than the 

abutting communities of Athol and Phillipston (45%), Templeton 
(42%) and Winchendon (41%). The 16–19-year-olds – the major-
ity of Royalston students – remain unchanged at a 74% vaccina-
tion rate. Among Monty Tech students, 929 of 1391 are considered 
fully vaccinated. Face masks are now optional, and highly recom-
mended for unvaccinated individuals.
   A tentative SY2022-2023 Monty Tech Budget was voted at the 
March SchoolCom meeting, and is $30,796,896, with Royalston’s 
share being $79,223. Due to the popularity of CVTE (Career, Vo-
cational, Technical Education), Royalston has been seating only 
two freshmen each year, so Royalston’s total enrollment is down 
to 8 students – substantially lower than several years of 20 or more 
students, and four fewer than the last official enrollment number 
of 12. This decrease, while sad for those students who aren’t ac-
cepted, translates into a $21,815 decrease from last year’s budget.  
Once the Governor’s budget is completed, a final budget will be 
voted.
    Monty Tech freshmen admission for SY 2022-2023 has been set 
at the pre-pandemic number of 370 freshmen seats. Royalston’s 
quota, which is based on school-aged attending children, remains 
unchanged at two. 
    Vocational stats for SY2021-2022 have been announced, and 
show that 90% of freshmen received their first-choice placement; 
96% were placed in one of their three top placement choices. Nine 
shops filled with first choice student include Auto Body; Cabinet 
Making; Dental Assisting; Electrical; Graphic Communications; 
Health Occupations; Plumbing; Veterinary Science; and Welding/
Metal Fabrication. 
    Bus company bids were selected at the March SchoolCom meet-
ing, with JP McCarthy awarded a three-year contract for bussing 
Royalston’s Monty Tech students, including late bus runs and ath-
letics.
    New Superintendent-Director Selected Principal Thomas 
Browne was tapped by the School Committee at the March meet-
ing, to fill the Superintendent-Director’s seat, being vacated by Dr. 
Sheila M. Harrity, who retires as of July 1. His appointment is sub-
ject to contract negotiations, which should be completed in time 
for the April SchoolCom meeting.
    Mason Mello of Royalston is appearing in the Monty Tech 
Drama Club’s production of “Freaky Friday, The Musical” Friday, 
April 1 at 7 p.m.; Saturday, April 2 at 7 p.m.; and Sunday, April 
3 at 2 p.m. The premise: “When an overworked mother and her 
teenage daughter magically swap bodies, they have just one day 
to put things right again. Freaky Friday, a new musical based on 
the celebrated novel by Mary Rodgers and the hit Disney film, 
is a heartfelt, comedic, and unexpectedly emotional update on an 
American classic. By spending a day in each other’s shoes, Kath-
erine and Ellie come to appreciate one another’s struggles, learn 
self-acceptance, and realize the immeasurable love and mutual re-
spect that bond a mother and daughter.” Mason, is  in his second 
year with the MTDC, and has also performed with the Royalston 
Shakespeare Company. Tickets for “Freaky Friday, The Musical” 
are $15 and available at the door. Break a leg, Mason!   

What’s Happening at the Village School
Its mud season!  With the snow gone, and snow pants put to rest, 
children are building forts  in the woods, digging deep in the sand-
box,  jump roping, playing basketball and Capture the Flag and 
damming the overflow from the rain pond.  1st-6th children will 
spend a day at the Farm School.  

All classes are grinding corn to make corn muffins for the Teddy 
Bear picnic.  On a sunny dry day, the whole school will picnic out-
side, with everyone’s teddy bear attending.  Later this month, each 
class will celebrate Biodiversity Day with outings to Lawrence 
Brook and the pond at Camp Caravan, counting species.

This year, the traditional Saturday Morning on 
Royalston Common is once again hosted by the 
Village School on June 4th, including a Pancake 
Breakfast, a Silent Auction, Live Birds of Prey 
and more.

Athol-Royalston Regional School 
District is exploring options to update 
the athletic facilities and is looking 
for a Royalston community member 
to complete the committee. If you are 
interested, please contact Dan Bevis, 
Athletic Director at 978-249-2435 
x114 or by email at dbevis@arrsd.org

Help Plan Athletic Facilities 
in the ARRSD

Royalston Fish and Game Club Suppers
The Royalston F&G’s famous 
roast beef suppers are back! 
Tossed salad, bread, and real 
butter, whet the appetite for 
perfectly-prepared roast beef, 
mashed potatoes with a savory 
brown gravy, and green beans, 

all served “family-style.” A 
chocolate or strawberry “Hoodsie” tops off the meal. Doors open 
at 5:30 p.m.; supper is served at 6 p.m.
    Memberships for 2022 are $50 and available that night at the 
Club. They are also available at the Royalston General Store. Call 
RF&G at 978-249-3004.  Check out the Facebook Page – message 
for specific information.

Keep an eye out for painted trillium (pictured) and 
red trillium 
(also called 
Stinking Ben-
jamin since 
it smells like 
carion to at-
tract early 
pol l inators)  
this month. 
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Wanted: Looking for donations of camping supplies, like a 
large cast iron dutch oven, griddle, and other large pans and 
cooking utensils,  to be donated for our scouting group. Please 
contact Teresa at 405.885.0650

Services Available
Babysitter available.  Completed Red Cross Babysitter Train-
ing. Please call Hailey Dilg at 978-248-9828.

Photography Services: Events, portraits, weddings, horse and 
dog shows, and commercial photos. Visit www.snowheronstu-
dios.com  Call 978-249-8108 or 978-248-9454.

Horse Help! You and your horse may find an extra pair of 
hands, another pair of eyes & experience useful. I can assist 
at your horse’s home space or my farm, working with your 
equipment or mine. Book by the day. Call or text Suzanne: 
(978) 424-8580.

2 matted horse stalls available; round pen, arena, generous 
turnout, watchful care 24/7. Black Horse Farm is near Birch 
Hill Dam by horseback. $400 per month. Training  or any 
number of lessons $575 per month. Text Susanne at (978) 424-
8580. Current email: cobbsuzanne4@yahoo.com.

Wildlife woodcarvings and hand-painted ornaments by Lau-
rie Truehart. Three-dimensional, life-like carvings of various 
animals and habitat, and glass bulbs (singles or sets) featuring 
wild birds, ducks, other animals available.  In-stock, or custom-
designs available.   Contact by Facebook messenger or text 978-
939-3962.

Graphic digital artist. Websites, print materials - posters, fly-
ers, brochures, business cards, etc. Also photo and slide scan-
ning offered. Barbara 508.364.3339 or brguiney@wildblue.
net. 

DTM Landscaping. spring cleanup, snowplowing. Call The-
resa Gates 413-336-1850 or David Plourde 413-336-1593.

for sale: 
Flat Plate Solar Hot Water Panels manufactured by Alternate En-
ergy Technologies (Model AE-26 - 4’x6’-6”). Ideal for domestic hot 
water or home space heating systems. $50/Ea. (new $975 Ea.) 13 avail-
able. Call Walt (978) 249-8068.

“You Name It” blankets, crocheted-to-order. $25.  Perfect for baby 
gifts, nursing homes, or your own couch. Also available: hats, scarves, 
mittens, baby sweater sets, etc. Call Marlene Jarvenpaa at 978-249-4491.

Rainbow Crown Bakery  custom-decorated cookies, by Erin Gir-
ouard of Royalston.  Check out Facebook “Rainbow Crown Bakery” 
pictures, and at
https://www.etsy.com/shop/RainbowCrownBakery or call her at 401-
749-2424 to discuss the cookies of your dreams. 

Vermont Castings Vigilant wood burning stove. Great stove; in 
Royalston. $100. cash. U p/u.  Call or text David @ 617-593-0056

Laying hens. Rhode Island Reds. $12/bird.
Call Sheila 978-249-2183

Custom thermal travel cups by Swank Kreations. Single pieces 
or sets; totally kool kids’s cups.   Krys and Keith Swan at swank-
kreations@gmail.com .

Fresh eggs and Royalston maple syrup  from  Putney’s Sugarhouse 
-$20/quart; Eggs $4/dozen.  Contact Jessica Putney Schanz at 978-
939-3329 (cell); 978-249-248-8617; jessputney1989@gmail.com

Royalston Maple Syrup from  Divoll’s  sugar house. Prices: pints $12, 
quarts $20, half gallons $32 and gallons $55.  Text/ Call John  978-894-
5109.

Pork Cut Packages available.  Variety packs.  10 lbs- $55   20lbs- 
$100  Sausage also available for $4/ lb- breakfast, hot, sweet, and ca-
jun.   Call Chet 978-895-6327

Fresh Eggs:  $3/dozen, are available when the cooler is at the end of the 
driveway at 185 North Fitzwilliam Road.  Contact Brenda Putney at 978-
249-7787 to reserve eggs for pick-up.

Nature books and prints.  Commissions accepted.  Call Gordon Mor-
rison at 978-249-2947. 

Firewood-  Green $195/ 170 cu feet. Call Jim Putney.  978-249-3379.

Mulch your garden. -  Fertilize by the load or by the bag from Black 
Horse Farm (978) 424-8580 or email   suzannagaits@gmail.com

Birch Knoll Farm  - Hay for sale.    Contact Helen at 978-249-3163 
or 774-239-5062

Dean’s Beans Coffee Order (ground or whole bean) once a month 
through the Village School.  Order online and pick it up in the hallway 
at the school the following Friday.  Go to    https://www.villageschool-
ma.org/shop/   to put in your order.

Classifieds

First Congregational Church of Royalston Outreach
Marion’s Food Pantry:  If anyone is in need or knows 
of someone in need within the Royalston community please let 
us know.  No one should be without food.  We can deliver to 
you or you can come in to pick out what is needed.

Weekly Meals:  We are also cooking meals and delivering 
them to anyone homebound, elderly, physically or medically 
challenged  who could use a home-cooked meal and some of 
God’s love.
Please contact:  Debbie Conrad (978)895-3505, Fred Hodge-
man (978)894-4996, and Wendell Kathan (978)939-3990
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Garden Notes    March 24, 2022
The first ‘crop’ is in:  maple syrup.  Yields have been wretched.  
The sap run was neither plentiful nor particularly sweet.  Runs 
may continue for a few more days, but, having pulled the taps and 
stored the pails, I won’t know about it.  The same number of taps 
last year provided more than twice as much syrup.

Green continues to be absent, both from the garden and the sur-
rounding landscape.  Melancholy brown pervades.  Soggy ground 
persists.  I’ve made a few token gestures at gardening, generally 
under the umbrella of ‘garden clean-up’.  As someone who aspires 
for garden orderliness, I groan at the disarray before me.  Rocks 
are moved to the rock pile, garden waste to the compost pile and 
pieces of plastic, broken glass (where does it all come from?), and 
ripped row covers to the dump. Bed markers, firmly embedded in 
the ground last fall have to be re-embedded.  I’ve turned first to 
the asparagus and rhubarb beds.  As well I should; they will be the 
first to provide foodstuff.  We begin our eight-weeks of asparagus 
consumption in early May.  (Rhubarb has a similar harvest period.)   
It is a feeding frenzy for those eight weeks.  For the remainder of 
the year, we do without (that being the case for most everything 
we grow).  I’ve also begun chicken manure hauling to previously 
neglected beds.  It must await drier times to actually work the beds 
to plant-readiness.  I’m aware, with regret, that elderliness has 
crept into my hauling.  Time was I’d pack eight five-gallon pails 
of manure into the garden cart.  That number has been reduced to 
six.  The five-gallon pail of water to the steer is now two half-filled 
pails.  Firewood is increasingly split:  the furnace can handle a 
sixteen-inch diameter, two-foot long chunk of wood.  Used to be 
I could handle one as well.  The operative words here are used-to-
be.  

We are struggling with a successful way to secure the garden from 
varmints.  The electrified netting may serve to hold back porcu-
pines, but the deer are deterred not at all if they desire entry and the 

rabbits have developed 
the extraordinary capac-
ity to crawl through.  

I have occasionally, in 
times past, fast-tracked 
the onset of outdoor gar-
dening with March plant-
ings of peas and spinach, 
always with a singular 

lack of success.  I’ve since reverted to early April plantings.  There 
is, at least some indoor garden activities.  The obligatory forsythia 
cuttings have been brought indoors,` providing spring’s first color 
(unnatural though it may be).  Onions and leeks, started a couple of 
weeks ago, are now three inches tall.  It is hard to believe that these 
wisps of plants might evolve into one-pound onions.  Celery and 
celeriac have just emerged; peppers and parsley not at all.

April is the onset of serious garden activity, the getting dirt-under-
your-fingernails-type activity.  My fingernails are ready.
        
  Larry Siegel    

Chipmunks
   The chipmunks have returned, and I’m happy to see them. All 
winter our snowy yard was ruled by the squirrels, harassing our 
ground-feeding birds and making spectacular but unsuccessful 
leaps toward our feeders. I don’t think I realized the chipmunks 
were gone until I saw the first one appear in early March. Sitting at 
the end of our stone wall he seemed to blink in astonishment, as if 
he, too, were surprised to be there. Far more endearing than their 
raucous squirrel cousins, chipmunks take in their surroundings 
with enormous black eyes. I have no interest in holding the gaze 
of a squirrel. But I can look back at a chipmunk for long moments, 
which I find myself doing of late.
   If I move slowly, if I am still, I can sit quite close to these chip-
munks and watch them go about their business. Often, they gaze 
back, charming me with their trusting curiosity. It is then that I 
think of Grandpére.
   When I was a child, our family spent many summer days with our 
grandfather - Grandpére –at a lakeside house in New Hampshire 
which we called Camp. It was basic: no insulation, iron bedsteads 
that creaked under lumpy mattresses, and a crank phone on a party 
line. But, to Grandpére, Camp was heaven. Our mother told us it 
reminded him of his boyhood home in the woods of Quebec. 
   My siblings and I spent our time at Camp swimming in the 
lake, catching bullfrogs and fishing for hornpout with our cousins. 
While we were thus occupied, Grandpére spent his time tinkering 
in his workshop, chopping wood for the fire, and talking quietly 
with our parents on the screened-in porch. Our worlds overlapped 
from time to time, as the worlds of children and grownups will. 
But most of the time Grandpére puttered happily on his own – a 
grandfather of quiet and solitary pursuits.
   Then, one summer day, Grandpére called to me. “Come,” he said. 
“I want to show you something.” I took his hand and we walked 
behind Camp to a large flat rock at the edge of the woods. “Be very 
still,” he said. As I watched quietly, he placed some peanuts on the 
rock. Then, he picked up two stones and knocked them together in 
short sharp taps. At once a chipmunk appeared. Eyeing us for just 
a moment, he took the nuts, stuffed them in his cheeks, and scur-
ried away. Grandpére put more peanuts on the rock, knocked his 
stones together and waited. Another chipmunk appeared, took the 
nuts, and ran off. 
   Grandpére turned to me and smiled. I looked back at him, eyes 
wide with amazement. “How did you do that?” I asked. My Grand-
pére had a secret connection to these tiny wild creatures! They un-
derstood and trusted each other and communicated in this strange 
way. Of course, I now know that it must have taken hours of quiet 
patience to convince those chipmunks to trust him. But, to me in 
that moment, he was magic!
   Family legend has it that, the following summer, when Grandpére 
returned to the rock and knocked his chipmunk signal, a chipmunk 
came with three babies. I 
don’t know if this is true. 
But, all these years later, 
as a wide-eyed chipmunk 
holds my gaze, I like to 
think it so. 

   
 Deb D’Amico

A.N.
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All Phases of Home Improvement
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Page 12  Royalston Community Newsletter April 2022

NONPROFIT ORG
US POSTAGE PAID
ATHOL MA
PERMIT NO. 42

Newsletter Staff
Editor: Beth Gospodarek
Sponsorships: Maureen Blasco
Circulation: Becky Divoll, Maureen Blasco
Treasurer: Maureen Blasco
Staff:  Theresa Quinn, Mary Barclay, Larry Siegel, Amy Newland, and 
Stephen Chase
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   Please Contact Us 
To submit news, articles, ads, calendar notices, classifieds:

 E-mail:  chasegos2@gmail.com
 Mail:  PO Box 133, Royalston MA 01368
 Fax:  978-249-3572 (library)
 Phone: 978-249-0358 (newsletter)
 In person: Drop off at library
RCN reserves the right to edit and restrict all submissions. This 
Newsletter is mailed out free of charge to all Royalston house-
holds as a public service provided by the Friends of the Phine-
has S. Newton Library, our sponsors and the entire community.

Out of Town Subscriptions
are available for $25/calendar year (10 issues)

by mailing a check to: Friends of the Phinehas S. Newton
 Library, PO Box 133, Royalston MA 01368

Royalston Resident
Star Route 80
Royalston MA 01368

The Royalston Community Newsletter
Friends of the Phinehas S. Newton Library
PO Box 133
Royalston MA 01368

Preschool Storytime
at the Library

10 am each Monday
Stories, socializing, songs, snacks and crafts

Free
Call the Library for more information

Annual Royalston Egg Hunt, Saturday, April 16th  
   Mr. Bunny and friends invite you to cel-
ebrate the return of the annual Egg Hunt on 
Royalston Common. The festivities will start 
promptly at 10:00 AM on Saturday, April 
16th from the steps of the Town Hall. It will 
be held rain or shine; participants are advised 
to dress for the weather.  Since it is an outdoor 
event this year, there will be plenty of room 
for social distancing.
Prior to the egg hunt, there will be opportuni-
ties to say hello to Mr. Bunny, to admire and take photos of Gor-
don Morrison’s beautiful stand-in painting (which was awarded 
a Royalston Cultural Council grant), to guess the number of jelly 
beans in a jar for a prize, and to try an informal pickup Egg-and-
Spoon race.
   Children should bring a bag or basket to hold their eggs during 
the hunt and to bring their candy home  afterward.  We ask that ev-
eryone please recycle the plastic eggs. Everyone is asked to place 
the emptied eggs in bins set up for that purpose outside the Town 
Hall.
   Donations of soft candy are welcome (hard candy is not permit-
ted).  All candy must be individually wrapped and small enough to 
fit into the plastic eggs. The General Store, Library and Post Office 
will accept donations through April 2nd, allowing the time neces-
sary to prepare the eggs. Cash donations for the event are also 
welcomed. In 2023 we hope to bring back the indoor chocolate-
melting activity.  Questions can be directed to event organizer Sara 
Dilg at 978 248-9828.


